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Casey Parsons
District President
The process for registering to sing for
evaluation only is essentially the same
as if you wanted to compete but with
one important distinction; be sure to
select the “For Evaluation Only” box
while filling out the CJ-20 form on the
BHS website. If you need any assistance, we can help! Contact me, PresiYour District Leadership has been plan- dent Casey Parsons, or our VP of C&J,
ning and working to make our conven- David Rubin and either of us can ensure
that you get properly registered.
tions more than a simple contest. Of
course, the contest is still there and an
Another special treat to look forward to:
important part of the convention for
Marty Monson, our BHS CEO, is trying
many people, but we’re making plans
to arrange his schedule to join us for the
and arrangements to make the atmosphere more inclusive, fun, and exciting Spring Convention in Pittsburgh.
for all attendees. Come join in the con- Wouldn’t it be great to hear the vision
from the man with the plan?! Marty is a
vention atmosphere.
dynamic leader who is contagiously
energetic, and his presence and particiYour chapter should consider singing
for “evaluation only”! You can choose pation in our convention will be thrillto sing and perform for one of the great- ing. Come see him!
est audience in the world without being
I look forward to seeing you and your
judged. That’s right! Evaluation only
means that you will perform two songs chapter at the Spring Convention in
Pittsburgh. We are going to have a
on stage, like a mini show, and not be
scored or listed on the score sheet. This really fun time, and together we will
“make the music that’s making a differis a wonderful way to join the convention without the threat of failure or judg- ence”.
ment. This option allows your performance to feel more like it is part of a fes- In Harmony, Casey
tival than a contest, and is becoming
more popular every year. If your chapter
has not been to a convention for a while,
this is the perfect opportunity to get
involved again.
You can participate, too! You will see
throughout this issue of the Cider Press
that there are many reasons to attend the
upcoming JAD Spring Convention in
Pittsburgh. There are fun activities and
attractions for all barbershoppers and
for each of our wonderful JAD chapters.

Spring Convention - Much More than a Contest
John Byerly
DVP - Marketing & PR

I belong to a chapter that loves to compete. If you have had the
privilege of being on the contest stage, doing your best to wow
the judges in front of an appreciative audience of fellow barbershoppers, you understand why we live for the thrill of competition. There’s no better way to test your ability to create gold
medal moments. It’s an intoxicating experience that we look
forward to year round.
Competition requires focus, and sometimes we get so focused we
forget that our big spring and fall district events are not just contests. Sure, the competition is a huge reason to go, but there is so
much more to do. It is a fun-packed “convention” that includes,
in part, a “contest.”

sing and tell their story at a special session in the auditorium.

♫ A break-out session on vocal production taught by David
Calland, director of the Alliance Chorus, Lead of the 2006
JAD Champion Quartet and 2010 International 5th place
bronze medalist quartet the Allies, and current Director of
Development at Harmony Foundation.

♫ A tag singing break-out session, taught by rote by a tag master. You will learn tags and have a chance to display your
results in front of the class.

♫ The two break-out sessions are limited to 100 participants
each. You may pick up one free ticket at registration.

Here are some of the many reasons to attend this year’s Johnny
Appleseed District Spring Convention, April 11-13, in Pittsburgh, PA.

More Entertainment:

More Singing:

♫ Enjoy a special performance by the Peters Township High

♫ Rather than rely on someone to take the initiative to start
some tag singing, we now have a Tag Team whose sole purpose is to engage members in tag singing. Expect to be
asked to tag in the hotel lobby, tag in the auditorium aisle,
tag in the parking lot, tag in the men’s room… tag just about
anywhere you go. One of our "Tag With Me" guys will be
looking for you to jump in and sing.

School Choir, who will be singing some of their songs in the
barbershop style.

♫ Listen to the future of our society at the JAD High School
Quartet Contest for boys AND girls.

♫ Watch the Open Quartet Contest and College Quartet Con-

♫ Tired of the emcees’ corny jokes? That space between com-

test as both groups of competitors vie to qualify to represent
the Johnny Appleseed District at their respective International contests in Las Vegas.

petitors will now be filled with singing. We plan to have
someone conduct an audience Pole Cat between competitors.

♫ Hear choruses compete for District Champion status in four
plateau levels.

♫ This year, the mic tester chorus will be rehearsed and directed by Jim Bagby, contest judge and 1986 international
champion quartet singer with Rural Route Four. This is a
great opportunity to get on the risers with several dozen of
your best friends and sing to the audience. Brush up on your
Barber Pole Cats and join us Saturday morning.

♫ And don’t forget there is always an AHSOW room. The

♫ Tap your toes to our Seniors Quartets as they compete to be
the 2014 JAD Seniors Quartet Champions.

♫ Join a few hundred of your closest friends on Friday night in
the President’s Hospitality Suite, and roam the halls of the
Crowne Plaza Hotel on Saturday for an up-close performance by several quartets, and more tag singing.

Ancient and Harmonious Society of Woodshedders promotes
and practices the fine art of impromptu singing by ear,
As you can see, there are many reasons to be a part of this great
known as woodshedding.
convention. In fact, if you are not competing, you will have more
time to enjoy the many opportunities to sing, learn, and be entertained.
More Learning:

♫ A "Gold Medal Moment" presentation by the Men of Inde-

See you in Pittsburgh!

pendence, 2013 JAD Chorus Champions. Listen to them
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Getting involved to help clean the Window
Joe Jenkins
DVP - Financial Development
Harmony Foundation (HF) is the source of income for all of the
outreach projects at the Barbershop Harmony Society (BHS).

I am certain most of you remember when we would pass the hat
at every chapter meeting and collect money for a local charity or
HF, for The Institute of Logopedics or Heart Spring. We were
We experienced many wonderful performances during the Youth donating to outreach projects with those funds. What if we, as a
Chorus Music Festival at the Mid-Winter Convention. These
part of that 86% which can not make a major commitment to HF,
would not have been possible without funding from HF. The
pass the hat/envelope at our chapter meeting every week?
vision of past leaders “looking outside the window” saw the opportunity to share our music with our youth.
Let’s take one of those weeks and donate that money to HF. Set
that one week a month aside and then at our JAD Fall Convention
Generous giving by about 14% of our membership has made this bring a check for HF. I think that 86% of us could have a great
happen. Are you part of that 14%? Most of the Funds came
impact on HF and what we may be seeing outside when we get
from Individual and District Sponsors, folks who are members of the window cleaner.
the Presidents Council and/or members of the Ambassadors of
Song, both which are really exciting ways to give. You may not HF creates life changing experiences for all of us when we reach
be able to set aside $1000 every year to be a member of the Presi- outside.
dents Council and we understand that. We only ask that you take When you give and see the good that can happen outside to
a look outside your window and see if you can “help change a
someone else, be careful because the “Life you Changed might
life”. Maybe you could sign up for the Ambassadors of Song,
be your Own”.
which is only $10 per month, $120 per year. This could help
clean some areas in the window which we may have not seen to Let me know how I can help you make it happen.
date.
Joe

Music and Performance
Steve Waggoner
DVP - Music & Performance
Greetings from the Great State of Emergency (aka Charleston
WV)
I find myself trying to fill rather large shoes. We have a lot of
educational opportunities in the works, from IQTs, divisional
Barbershop Base Camps and of course, the crown jewel of JAD
education opportunities, second only to Harmony University itself, Apple Corps.
Save the Dates
We currently have 2 IQTs on the calendar. Actually 3, if you
count Apple Corps. The Spring IQT (get it spring into contest)
will be held in Columbus on March 1st under the guidance of
Doug Smeltz. Contact Doug for questions, info, etc.

The Fall IQT will be hosted by the members of BABY GRAND
quartet and the gentlemen of the Canton Hall of Fame Chorus
and held on September 6th at Zion Lutheran Church located at
702 Raff Road SW in Canton. Ernie Jackson of BABY GRAND
is the lead contact of this event. Quartet registration can be found
on the JAD website.
Apple Corps just keeps getting better. It is the hope of this
year’s team to continue that trend. We certainly hope you will
make plans to be there for a HUMDINGER of good time. It begins the evening of June 12 running through to checkout on the
morning of June 15. Registration costs will remain the same as
last year. We will again offer online registration this year and
some new class offerings.
Please check the JAD website often for updates.!!
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Convention Time!
David Rubin
DVP - Contest & Judging
Convention time! As you will see in other articles in this issue,
the JAD Spring Convention in Pittsburgh is fast approaching.
Fall Convention
Lots of details are also available on the website ♫ Choruses are trying to qualify for the following summer's
www.singjad.com. But as we have been asking JAD members
International Convention. The top scoring chorus automatitheir opinions about our conventions, a couple of things have
cally qualifies. Other choruses can get a 'wildcard' invitation
come to light. One is that not everyone understands how our condepending on their score
ventions work. So here is a short summary of the current conven- ♫ Senior Quartets are trying to qualify for their International
tion system in JAD.
competition which is held at the Mid-Winter International
convention held in January (was just in Long Beach, CA).
JAD holds two conventions per year - one in the Spring, and one
Top scorer qualifies, and other quartets can get wildcard inin the Fall. Locations change based on what chapters offer to
vitations
host. Obviously, contests are a key piece at each convention and
♫
Regular quartets are now competing for their JAD District
these are the ones that happen at each convention:
championship
♫ District Novice Quartet award is given to the highest-scoring
Spring Convention
quartet in the District contest which has at least two mem♫ Quartets are trying to qualify to go to the International conbers
who have never competed before
test held in the summer (this summer is in Las Vegas). A

♫
♫

♫
♫

♫

quartet qualifies by either exceeding a threshold score
(currently 76 points average) or being the highest District
scorer if no-one beats 76. If more than one quartet scores 76
or above they all go to Internationals
College quartets are also aiming to qualify for Internationals.
Their target score is 73
Senior quartets are competing for the title of JAD District
Seniors Quartet Champion. This is NOT qualifying for an
International contest - but they will forever be "JAD District
Champs"
The choruses are also competing for District championships.
The highest scoring Chorus becomes the "JAD District
Champion Chorus" for this year
All choruses are also competing for Plateau championships
(AAAA, AA, AA and A). Choruses are placed in 'plateaus'
based on previous scores so they are competing against other
choruses of about their same level
HS quartets are competing to be named "JAD High School
District Champion"

But that's not all! Another thing we keep hearing about conventions is 'more singing!', so there are lots of opportunities. AHSOW always has a room for woodshedding and there will be lots
of tag singing and polecat singing. My favorite is the Joe Barbershopper mike testing chorus. This is where anyone can meet Saturday morning with our special guest director, run through a couple of songs (probably polecats) and open the chorus contest on
stage. This convention's guest director is none other than Jim
Bagby - the baritone of the Rural Route 4 who were International
Gold Medalists in 1986. Jim directed Kansas City’s Heart of
America Chorus for 25 years and 18 times in international competition. Jim has received the Joe Liles Lifetime Chorus Director
Achievement Award, is a veteran tag teacher and has been a
member of AHSOW since 1979.
So - are you going to the Spring convention? It's going to be
GREAT!
See you in Pittsburgh!!!
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Communication is Key
Ted Rose
DVP - Chapter Support & Leadership Training
Thanks to everyone who helped organize, run, and teach for
LeadAc 2014. Many more thanks to all of the guys (and gal!)
who braved the weather to come and learn more about the administration of our chapters. In these times, when it is critical
that we attract new membership and retain the members that we
have, we need to put our best foot forward for everyone. The
best way to do this is to have a strong administrative team supporting the musical team and goals of the chapter.

The other big thing looming on the horizon is the spring convention. Dave Rubin and his team have been working diligently to
compile and review feedback to continually tweak and improve
members’ convention experiences. Wouldn’t it be great if we
had all of our chapters represented in attendance at this convention, whether they competed or not? I don’t know about you, but
I have WAY more fun on these weekends watching the other
choruses perform so that I can take away new ideas, singing tags
with my buddies, and enjoying the hospitality of some of our
Many of you know that this was my first one to put together, and other chapters than my 6 minutes of on-stage time (and that’s fun,
I sure learned a lot! I’m still in the process of reviewing all of the too)! We are fortunate to have these opportunities in this society,
feedback so that I can work to make LeadAc 2015 the best one
it’s a shame that more of our members haven’t gotten to experiyet!
ence what a good time it be.
Speaking of learning, Apple Corps is coming up, look for registrations to come out soon. I know that Wags is going to talk
about it, but he let me in on some developments, and it’s shaping
up to be great! The more people that we can get to Apple Corps,
the better experience it is for everyone involved, and the more we
can all share our ideas and growth. It really is a great school, and
I cannot talk enough about the positive influence that it had on
my life over the years. If you see me around, ask me about it.

Finally, just as a reminder for the Chapter Support aspect of my
role: feel free to contact me with any administrative needs, concerns, or questions that arise throughout the year. I will do my
best to get your chapter the answers or assistance that it needs.
Contact me at harmonyjunkie001@gmail.com or on my cell at
(304) 544-3608. You can even text me!
SING-cerely, Ted
!

Spring Convention!
Greg Swann
DVP - Events & Conventions
By now I’m hoping you have made plans to attend the 2014 edition of JAD’s Spring Convention & International Prelims to be
held in Pittsburgh, PA April 11 – 13, 2014. If not, it’s not too late
to make plans, and you won’t want to miss this great convention!
Just call the Crowne Plaza Pittsburgh South at (412) 833-5300,
identify yourself as a JAD Barbershopper, and you’re on your
way!

petitors have the honor of being declared JAD High-School
Champs for the current year. This year’s contest will be taking on
the excitement of a high school sporting event as our Convention
Chapter Host (Pittsburgh Metro Chapter) and contest venue host
Peters Township High School have joined forces to make this
High School Quartet Contest a friendly rivalry among many of
the high schools in the Greater Pittsburgh Area.

In addition to seeing and hearing some great JAD Quartet and
chorus performances, you won’t want to miss the special performance by the Peters Township High School Choir, as they
take the stage performing two numbers in the barbershop style,
directly following our Chorus Contest, and preceding the High
School Quartet Contest.

You will also have the opportunity to sing on stage with the JAD
Mic- Tester Chorus under the Direction of Jim Bagby, Contest
Judge and member of our 1986 International Champs,Rural
Route 4. The Mic-Tester Chorus will be rehearsing at the school
Saturday morning, and will be singing on stage to kick off the
Chorus Contest. If your chapter isn’t competing, be sure your
voice is part of the Mic-Tester Chorus!

The High School Quartet Contest is a program run by our JAD
Youth in Harmony Committee. The top-scoring high-school com- See you in Pittsburgh!!!
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Winter Quartet Song Fest 2013
Honors Darryl Flinn
On Dec 27, guest of honorDarryl Flinn, coach, mentor and
friendshared many breathless barbershop moments for 60 JAD
quartet enthusiastsattending the celebration.
As our Society’s 75thanniversary came to a close, it was fitting
to have Darryl share his barbershop experiences with his JAD
pals, many of whom he mentored and coached to various positions and championships.He was introduced by last year’s honoree, Tom Gentry. As was anticipated, Darryl held everyone’s
attention as he gave his perspective on quarteting and what it
has meant to him through the years. His address was followed
by a Q&A session that lasted more than 30 minutes.
Ten JAD chapters were represented. Some came from as far
away as Seattle WA, Naples FL, and Cincinnati, OH to be with
Darryl during this special event. Names like David Calland,
Gene Courts, Mike Connelly, Jeff Archer, Sam Kennedy
(former Society staff member), and Richard Klym attended.
Darryl received a stunning framed poster with pictures and
signatures of from all the past Society International Quartet
Champions. Past honorees from the winter song fest include
George O’Brien and Danny Mihuta,The Village Idiots, Al
Kibby and Gene McLaughlin , Prestigeand Over Easy, Tom
Gentry, and most recent, Mr. Darryl Flinn.
The event was held at a new venue, the Links Golf Course &
Party Center, Olmsted Falls, OH. This year’s date is December
29 and will be hosted at the same location. All barbershoppers
are invited to attend.
Submitted by Glenn Siebert,
Over Easy, 2011 JAD Hall of Fame
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CDD Notes
Doug Smeltz
VP - Chorus Director Development
Gentlemen, (and our female directors)
JAD leadership desires to help each chapter develop musical talent and provide continuing education to the musical leadership team.
With this in mind, we are continually finding ways to benefit our musical leadership including and not limited to …
An open line of communication with front line Directors
Each “Odd Dated” Sunday night at 10 pm, all directors are invited to call in and converse with other directors from around the district. We offer topics of discussion, chances for answers to questions, and an opportunity to hear about upcoming events that pertain
to directors and the musical leadership team. Directors call into a conference by dialing 712-432-0360 and using the code 514175
followed by the # symbol.
Division Music Mentors
This cadre of volunteers will communicate with the division chapters more than in any other year specifically narrowing in on music
leadership needs. These men are a direct link to me and the CDD program. I have a few holes to fill so if you would like to help me,
let me know.
Southwest JAD
- Baldwin
- Carl “Woody” Woodrow
Northwest JAD
- Cortland
- Lane Bushong
Central JAD
- Stayman
- Doug Smeltz and Stevens Sommer
Northeast JAD
- Melrose
- Please step forward and volunteer
Eastern JAD
- Rome
- Jeff Gehm
East Central JAD
- Jonathan
- Please step forward and volunteer
Southeast JAD
- McIntosh
- Steve Waggoner
Director Scholarships to Directors’ College
JAD has the right to as many scholarships as any other district but you must apply between March 1st and March 31st to be eligible.
These scholarships are first given to frontline directors who haven’t had a scholarship in 5 years and wish to further their certification
and then to others who are starting their certification and finally to other frontline directors who have never applied for one. The application in online at the BHS website and can be downloaded and completed. Please contact me so I can write a recommendation for
you.
Leadership Academy 2014
We had one of the most successful Directors’ workshop at LeadAc this year under the instructorship of Steve Scott who just happens
to be the brother to Adam Scott who is on the team in Nashville at the BHS headquarters. If you are interested in the work he did
with us, I videotaped all the sessions and have them for you be request. Contact me.
In closing, JAD does not have 50 chapters that compete against each other for the right of being the best chapter. We have 50 chapters that need to help each other stay as strong as possible musically and administratively to keep good barbershop harmony in the
ears of every single person living in our district. Musical leadership is so important to the life of a chapter that we need to encourage
our musical leadership to stay current with continual education in the form of attendance at LeadAc, Apple Core, Harmony University, and society programs offered locally to all directors, assistants, and section leaders. Please personally encourage our musical
leadership to keep on top by attending these opportunities for growth.♫
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Chordsmen and Buckeyes
sing in Memorial Chorus
By: R.F. Miller
VP M&PR
Mansfield Chapter

On a night when most folks stayed huddled indoors because of very bad weather with snow and slick roads, 60
barbershoppers braved the
elements to participate in a special performance. Weather
reports were calling for a severe winter storm event.
Many members of the Singing Buckeyes in
Columbus traveled the treacherous roads to Mansfield to
join the Fun Center Chordsmen in a
Memorial Chorus to celebrate the life of Bob Crowl.
It was not an easy journey for members of either chorus,
but barbershop is a brotherhood. When a fellow barbershopper transfers his membership to the Chapter Eternal,
the entire barbershop community mourns the passing.
Bob went to sing with the Lord Sunday, November 17,
shortly after being diagnosed with acute myeloid leukemia. He was an active member in both the Buckeyes and
the Chordsmen. He was also a quartet man being the
original bass of
Bravada.
Both choruses desired to be a part of the memorial service for Bob and the family arranged for the service to be
at a time when members of both chapters could be available. The service was set for Friday evening, December
6, 2013.
The weather had been good most all week but turned bad
with snow, wind and icy roads starting that Friday morning. That didn’t keep the barbershoppers from gathering
at Southside Christian Church in Mansfield for the special occasion.
The Empty Chair

The members filed in and filled the chairs that had
been placed at the front of sanctuary—all but one chair
that was left vacant...a missing man chorus formation.
Bob felt that singing barbershop songs was much like
eating potato chips….you can’t stop with one. He also
had several favorites songs. So the entire memorial
service was geared around seven of the many songs he
liked. There was scripture read, stories told about Bob
followed by a song by the combined Memorial Chorus.
Leading off the song filled service was “This
Little Light of Mine/Do Lord Medley” directed by
Trevor Garrabrant.
The stories, in between songs and scripture, were from
anyone that had known Bob. Most of these stories
came from the members of the 60 man
Memorial Chorus.
“Amazing Grace” with Dave Kracker directing was
followed by “Lost in The Stars,” Doug Smeltz out
front. Then more scripture and stories. Chad Wulf
then took the chorus through “Shenandoah.” This was
followed by Steve Kovach directing and singing the
solo of “Ride the Chariot,” one of Bob’s favorites.
Chad stepped out front again to direct “It Is Well With
My Soul” and the service ended with Doug directing
the benediction “Irish Blessing.”
The memorial service was a special blessing to the
family and members of both chapter choruses.
“Sing well in heaven Bob”

The Memorial Chorus
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Johnny Appleseed District
2014 Leadership Team
District President
Casey Parsons
PH: 614-306-8858

Executive Vice President
Steve Wyszomierski
PH: 724-758-1979
sbw@zoominternet.net

caseyparsons@gmail.com

Immediate Past President
Bari Courts
PH: 513-752-1214
blcourts@aol.com

Board Member at Large
John Fuller

Board Member at Large
Ben Ayling

Board Member at Large
Mike Hachtel

PH: 304-768-6834

PH: 330-842-2423

PH: 419-353-9412

jlfuller127@suddenlink.net

B-ayling@onu.edu

mike_hachtel@hotmail.com

Secretary
Alan Lapp

Treasurer & CFO
Brian Zattau

Bylaws & Regulations
Skipp Kropp

PH: 419-349-7134

PH: 317-946-9882

bzattau@bex.net

Skipp.Kropp@steptoejohnson.com

VP Marketing & PR
John Byerly

VP Contest & Judging
David Rubin

VP Youth in Harmony
Robbie Churgovich

PH: 513-886-1379

216/403-2289
dsrubin1@gmail.com

330-421-4024
RCchurg@gmail.com

jbyerly@fuse.net

VP Chorus Director
Development
Doug Smeltz
PH: 614-882-8625

VP Chapter Support
& Leadership Training
Ted Rose
PH: 304-344-3608
harmonyjunkie001@gmail.com

VP Events
Greg Swann
PH: 440-949-9371
Greg.swann@gmail.com

dsmeltz1@hotmail.com

VP Membership
Nathan Walters

VP Music
Steve Waggoner
PH: 304-348-1557
Steve.wagoner@mrcglobal.com

District Historian
Carl J. Cash III

Cider Press Editor
Jeff Ulrich

PH: 614-853-3843

PH: 614-216-3904

cjcashiii@aol.com

cpeditor@att.net
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VP Financial
Development
Joe Jenkins
PH: 614-859-2554
dcalland@gmail.com

Division Managers
Jonathan: Frank Riddick Singatag@aol.com
McIntosh: Jim Smith jimlsmith@yahoo.com
Melrose: Mike Vislosky mvista@aol.com
Rome: Ken Williams KenWillHi@wmconnect.com

Let me Introduce Myself
Nathan Walters
DVP - Membership Development
Greetings! I would like to introduce myself as the new VP of
Membership Development. I hope to be able to support every
chapter in this district in both retaining existing members and
recruiting new members.
The biggest thing any of us can do to help in both of these areas
is to communicate!
♫ Do you have an idea that would make chorus rehearsal more
fun for you and other singers? Communicate that with your
VP Programming!
♫ Did you have a really great time at rehearsal last week?
Communicate that with a non-member!
♫ Did you really appreciate how someone stepped up and did
something for the chapter? Communicate your appreciation
and thank them!
♫ Did something at rehearsal not go well? Communicate with
your chapter leadership!

Without communication and feedback, our chapter leaders are
often times unsure on the best course of action, or may unknowingly continue policies or procedures that no one likes.
Now it’s my turn to communicate with you: I’m very excited
about attending my first district convention as a District VP in
Pittsburgh this April, and so I’m inviting all of you to come too!
For competitors and non-competitors alike, this convention promises to have many more activities so there’s something for everyone.
And I’d love to hear from each one of you at Pittsburgh to discuss the successes and concerns that each of your chapters have
seen. If you can’t make it, I’m always available via email or
phone (info on the leadership page of this and every issue.) See
you there!

This is the official publication of the Johnny Appleseed District Association of Chapters, of the Barbershop Harmony Society
The Cider Press is published four (4) times per year;
Winter, Spring, Summer and Fall.

NEXT CIDER PRESS
DEADLINE

May 1, 2014

The Cider Press ADVERTISING RATES
CHAPTER SHOW OR SPECIAL EVENT COMING UP?
Reach thousands of JAD Barbershoppers!
Advertise it in The Cider Press.

Per issue price is:

Full year rates (4 issues)
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Full page
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Business Card$50.00
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$85.00
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$170.00
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$250.00
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15
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