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THE

 

Volume 43, Issue 4 Fall Convention 2006 

JOHNNY APPLESEED DISTRICT 

2006 CONVENTION AND CONTEST2006 CONVENTION AND CONTEST  
October 20-22, 2006 

C ome ring some chords in Cleveland!  Hosted by the JAD Convention Team and the Independence Chapter, JAD 
District 2006 will be full of opportunities to enjoy the best music 
our district has to offer!  Enjoy a superb contest, then take time 

to reconnect and woodshed with old friends!  A fun-filled 
weekend of great barbershop – right here in the “heart of rock 

and roll”!  Loads of family-friendly attractions and great 
restaurants are easily accessible to headquarters for those who 
want a taste of the finest the North Coast of Ohio has to offer! 

Friday, October 20, 2006 
4:00-5:30 pm: Registration – Doubletree Hotel 
6:30 pm: Registration Parma Sr. High 
7:00 pm: Quartet (including Seniors) Contest                 
 – Parma Sr. High 
11:00 pm: JADQC Show – Doubletree Hotel 

 

Saturday, October 21, 2006 
9:00 am: Registration - Parma Sr. High 
11:00 am: Chorus Contest – Parma Sr. High 
7:00 pm: Quartet Finals – Parma Sr. High 
11:00 pm: Chorditorium ! – Doubletree Hotel 
 
**mic testers and announcements will start 20 minutes 
prior to the posted contest times 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTSSCHEDULE OF EVENTS  

Convention Chair: 
Eileen Smotzer 
(216) 403-7970 
Email: dsmotzer@aol.com 

Registration Chair: 
Ken Stevens 
(304) 542-0571 
Email: 74ken.stevens@gmail.com  
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A TTENTION all singers and families of the 
Johnny Appleseed District!!!  Don’t delay - 

make your reservations today for the most excit-
ing District Convention and Contest of the dec-
ade, to be held at Independence, Ohio on Octo-
ber 20th and 21st.  Here are our top three rea-
sons to attend: 
 
MINI-INTERNATIONAL! If Denver 2007 Interna-
tional Contest is not in your plans, this Fall’s 
JAD is a must – it’s our version of “Mini-
International”: 
 
The JAD is home to some of the most exciting 
and talented quartets and choruses in the Bar-
bershop Harmony Society.  Three of the fall Dis-
tricts competing choruses are fresh from per-
formances at the 2006 International Contest – 
but we’ll have quite a few dark horse choruses 
coming through the stretch to keep things excit-
ing. It’s anybody’s district to win or lose! With a 
quartet also fresh from 2006 internationals, the 
quartet contest should prove equally exciting. 
Don’t miss the thrills! 
 
SINGING OPPORTUNITIES! We all love to sing 
– even if we’re not competing, and this conven-
tion will provide plenty of space for you to get 
together with your friends - old and new - and 
sing a song or two.  Or, why not stay up all night 
singing! 
 
The headquarters hotel has loads of space for 
informal singing, and the staff is thrilled at the 
prospect of halls filled with song! In addition to 
plenty of hospitality rooms, the ballroom will be 
divided into three sections: you’ll be able to lis-
ten to the attending quartets in one section, en-
joy snacks and drinks in another with a fully 

stocked cash bar, and enjoy non-stop pick-up 
singing in the third section. We’re dedicated to 
satisfying everyone’s singing appetite! 
 
FAMILY FUN! The 2006 District Convention has 
been expertly organized by the Women of Inde-
pendence (WOI): 
 
These ladies understand that it’s essential to 
support the guys, but it’s great fun for the wives 
and children to explore the community while the 
guys prepare their performances. So, bring the 
family – and be sure they meet with our WOI 
concierge! The WOI concierge booth will be lo-
cated in the lobby of the Doubletree Inn. These 
wives and moms will be able to recommend the 
perfect mix of activities and dining options for 
your family – no matter how young or old. Bring 
your swimsuits and your hiking attire – the ho-
tels’ pools are lovely, and the Cuyahoga Valley 
Towpath Trail is just one of the many options for 
outdoor fun in the area! 
 
Don’t miss a minute of the fun! Plan to attend – 
bring your families and friends. We look forward 
to seeing all of you in Independence Ohio, Octo-
ber 20th and 21st to sing a song or two while sup-
porting our 2006 JAD Quartet and chorus 
champs! 

Top 3 Reasons to Attend Districts in Independence, Ohio! 

Dan ShramoDan Shramo  
President, Independence Chapter 
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S urprising as it may seem, I have actually 
heard this question many times during my 

tenure as Events VP, and it is a fair question to 
ask. I usually hear it after someone has missed 
a significant pre-session activity, like the mic 
tester quartet, because they showed up right 
smack dab at the announced session start time. 
 

Therefore, I thought I’d take this 
opportunity on the eve of a won-
derful District Convention in In-
dependence, Ohio, to shed a 
little light on the subject. When 
we print a start time n a conven-
tion program, it is the time at 
which the first competitor will 
appear on stage. There are, 
however, many things that hap-
pen before that first competitor 

takes the stage. For instance, someone usually 
introduces the MC for the session and that oc-
curs about 10 to 15 minutes prior to the posted 
start time. 
 
 

The MC has some rules that the C&J folks and 
Society require be presented to the attendees. 
OK, so you’ve heard them and 
don’t think you need to hear them 
again? Well, many MCs have 
added some of their own so that 
the reading of the rules isn’t nec-
essarily the same old thing, and 
you might find the additional “rules” entertaining. 
I well remember hearing an MC a few years ago 
admonish the crowd that, in addition to the con-
test rules, there would be no running in the audi-
torium with a pencil in one’s hand, and that no 
one would be permitted to enter the water in the 
auditorium until they had digested their food for 
a half hour. See what you missed by not getting 
there a few minutes early? In addition, some 
MCs use that first few minutes to “bond” with 

their audience. How do you know when to boo 
or award catcalls to the MC if you haven’t partici-
pated in the ”pre-game” warm-up, particularly 
with the all-star cast we have lined up this year 
in Dan Trakas, Ev Nau, and Bill Biffle. 
 
 

Another ”extra” that can 
occur (and in the case of 
the convention in Inde-
pendence, will occur) is 
added activities. At District 
this year in Independence, 
for example, there will be 
two mic tester quartets. We 
will have the traditional mic 
tester quartet who earned 
the right to mic test based on Divisional qualify-
ing score. That quartet is Independence’s own 
“High Five,” and if you want to hear them mic 
test, you’ll need to be in your seat well prior to 
the 7 p.m. start time in the program. A second 
mic tester quartet is a brand new quartet that 
includes former JAD District Champion bass 
Dave Jarrell and the tenor of the 2004 Interna-
tional Champion  Gotcha!, Garry Texiera. On 
Saturday night, we have a men’s youth choir 
and a men’s quartet from one of the local high 
schools that will each perform prior to the intro-
duction of the Finals mic tester quartet, and all of 
that will happen immediately prior to the posted 
Finals start time. 
 
 

In summary, see what you miss if you show up 
at the printed start time? You’ll miss a whole lot 
of action that you really 
don’t wanna miss, so get 
in your seats 20 minutes 
to a half hour before the 
posted start time! You’ll 
be glad you did! 

So, What Time Does the 7:00 P.M. Contest Session Start? 

Skip KroppSkip Kropp  
JAD Events VP 
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W e’ll be rolling out the red carpet October 20 and 21, 2006, and welcoming all 
competing quartets and choruses, families, friends, and fans, to beautiful 

Independence, Ohio. 
 
In order to make your contest experience top-notch, we’ve arranged a quick 
commute from hotels to contest venue! All our recommended hotels are located off 
Rockside Road; 
allow approximately 15 minutes travel time from your hotel to the contest venue! 

The school uses West 54th St. as its address, but parking is accessed from Longwood. 
 

An 80-spot parking lot will be clearly designated for “JAD Events Team and Competitors Only” at the 
southeast corner of Longwood and West 54th with immediate access to ready rooms and auditorium. A 
huge parking lot is available behind the school off of Longwood for all other attendees - allow 6 to 8 
minutes to walk from your car to the auditorium. 
 

Competing quartets and choruses, we’re planning additional e-blasts regarding pattern and other contest 
issues. Please email Eileen Smotzer at esmotz@adelphia.net with your chorus and quartet contact 
phones and email addresses so we can be sure to get the information into the right hands! 

Finding Your Way in Independence, OhioFinding Your Way in Independence, OhioFinding Your Way in Independence, OhioFinding Your Way in Independence, Ohio    

(Quarry Lane pertains to Doubletree and Comfort Inn only. The Holiday Inn is on Rockside 

directly across from Quarry Lane and requires a right hand turn onto Rockside) 
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Come and celebrate our current and former JAD quartet champions! 
 

11:00PM Friday, October 20th at the Doubletree (Convention HQ), Independence, Ohio 
 

FEATURING: 
 

 

Yesteryear  
1993 JAD Champions 

1997 International Champions 

Uptown Sound 
1996 JAD Champions 

2001 & 2002 International Silver Medalists 

Calling all JADQC members: The JADAQC Chorus will close the show!!!!! 

FREE SHOW 

Hot Air Buffoons 
2005 JAD Champions, 

International Semi-Finalists 

Matrix 
2001 JAD Champion 
International Finalists 

Odds On 
2004 JAD Champion 

International Semi-Finalists 

Matinee Idols 
1976 JAD Champion 

International Semi-Finalists 



6 

  

At Districts in Independence we will be putting together display boards at both the HQ 
hotel and the performance venue to advertise your Barbershop events and shows. 
Promote your Annual Show, Corn Roast, or even your Saturday night Hospitality 
Suite for FREE at Districts! Just send your flyer or poster to drubin@keithley.com by 
October 13 in MS Word or Adobe PDF format.   
  
Traditional advertising opportunities will be available for choruses, quartets and other 
sponsors who wish to get their message out in our special ad supplement to the district 
contest program. An e-blast will be sent to your chorus and quartet contact with rates 
and sizes this week! 

Events Announcements Wanted! 
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These are just a few things to do that are close by.  
Extending your weekend in northeastern Ohio?  There’s 
lots to do – visit the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo and Rain 
Forest, the Great Lakes Science Center or the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame and Museum.  These are all about 20 
minutes from the headquarters hotel. 

Ohio & Erie Canal Towpath Trail and Canal 
Visitor Center – Bring your walking shoes or 
bikes!  Beautiful hiking trail along the historic Ohio 
& Erie Canal in the Cuyahoga Valley National 
Park.  For more information, visit www.nps.gov/
archive/cuva/planavisit/maps/cvcmap.htm 

Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad – 
A great way for families to see the 
beautiful Cuyahoga Valley National 
Park departing from Rockside Road.  
Visit www.cvsr.com for more 
information. 

Coming to the 2006 JAD District Convention in Independence?  Bring the 
family!  There’s lots to do in the area. 

District Convention Promises to Be Family-Friendly 

Cinemark 24 at Valleyview – have some time 
with the kids in the afternoon?  Take in a movie 
and lunch at this unique cineplex just 1.7 miles 
from the headquarters hotel. 
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Dining 
 
You’ll also need to eat while you’re here.  We will be having a lovely 
concession area and café at the performance venue with snacks and 
drinks during each event.  Saturday afternoon we will also be serving 
lunch entrees for your convenience. 
 
Restaurants abound in the Independence area near the hotels.  From 
fine dining at Lockkeepers Inn and Delmonico’s to every fast food 
place imaginable and everything in between is available within a 2 mile 
drive – or even a short walk.  The Doubletree Hotel features Shula’s 2 
Steakhouse and will be prepared to handle our convention crowd!  A 
restaurant guide for Independence can be found at http://
www.independenceohio.org/restbooK.pdf and limited copies will be 
available at the Registration Table for your perusal. 

Shopping 
 
Parmatown Mall and Shopping Center and surrounding 
stores are just 1.2 miles from the performance venue 
(Parma Senior High School).   Featuring Macy’s, JC Penney, 
Dicks Sporting Goods, WalMart, Kohl’s, Target, Toys R Us 
and many other fine stores. 
 
Midtown Shopping Center is just 2.5 miles from the 
headquarters hotel and on the way to the performance 
venue.  Here you can shop at Marc’s Deeper Discount 
Store, Office Max, Pat Catan’s Craft Center, and other 
stores. 
 
Looking for something we haven’t mentioned?  Be sure to 
ask our volunteers at the Registration Table.  They’ll be 
happy to provide you with information, directions, etc. 
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HOUSING RESERVATION INFORMATIONHOUSING RESERVATION INFORMATION  
JAD District Convention October 20-22, 2006 

 

P lease contact the hotel of your choice directly.  To be assured of the convention 
rate, inform the hotel you are with the Johnny Appleseed District 

Convention.  Be sure to include the word "barbershop" in request for room availability - the 
front desks have been reminded that people may refer to JAD, Barbershop, Barbershoppers, 
etc. 
 

The following hotels are all located at the Rockside Road exit off I-77: 

Doubletree Hotel Cleveland South 
(Headquarters Hotel) 
$75.00 
6200 Quarry Lane 
Independence, OH 44131 
(216) 447-1300 

Holiday Inn Cleveland South 
$79.00 
6001 Rockside Road 
Independence, OH 44131 
216-524-8050 

 
Comfort Inn Independence 
$69.99 (single, double, triple) 
$79.99 (quad) 
6191 Quarry Lane 
Independence, OH 44131 
216-328-7777 
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Quartets:  

(R=regular, S=Senior, N=Novice) 

MT Thursday Night Forum R 

The Boardmen R 

Derbytown Sound R 

Harmony Supply Line R 

The Sound Connection R 

Ante-Up! R 

The Mulligan Brothers R 

Tricked Out R 

UnderStudy S 

The Allies R 

Test of Time R,S 

Parental Guidance Suggested R,N 

Roundabout Now R 

Forte` R 

Class Ring R 

Accross the Board S (from Dixie 

District, singing for Senior score) 

Chord Brewing Company R 

Picture This S 

Senior Class R,S 

Riverblend R,S 

Harmony Street R 

The Sunshine Committee R,N 

Montage R 

Twilight R 

High Average R 
 

Singing order for the 2006 District ContestSinging order for the 2006 District Contest  

Choruses: 

MT Greater Kanawha Valley 

Pittsburgh Metro 

Akron 

Northwest Ohio 

Columbus 

Clarksburg-Fairmont 

Shenango Valley 

Cincinnati Delta Kings 

Greater Central Ohio 

Cincinnati Western Hills 

Buckeye-Columbus 

Canton 

Mansfield 

Defiance 

Miami-Shelby 

Independence. 
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2006 District Board 
President  
Mark Blake  
1026 Fort Drive, Bowling 
Green. OH 43402 
PH  419-353-0696(H),419-352-
3623(B) 
E-mail pastor@bgalliance.org 

 

Immediate Past President 
Edward (Skipp) Kropp  
1 Bridlewood Road, 
Charleston, WV 25314 
PH   304-344-2408 (H), 304-
340-1199 (B) 
E-mail  
skropp@jacksonkelly.com 

 

Executive VP 
Mike Banish  
6716 Sorenson Place, 
Westerville, OH 43082 
PH 614-891-4569(H), 614-224-
5917 
E-mail  mbanish @earthlink.net 

 

District Secretary 
David P. Richards 
6029 Hanna Rd, Ravenna, OH 
44255-8534 
PH 330-296-6644(H), 330-384-
5691(B) 
E-mail drichards1@neo.rr.com 

 

District Treasurer/Chief 
Financial Officer 
Don Winterhalter  
5331 Rawhide Ct., Cincinnati, 
OH 45238-4234 
PH 513-922-6928(H) 
E-mail dwinterh@fuse.net 

 

Board Members-at-Large 
David Calland 
285 Schrock Rd., Worthington, 
OH  43085 
PH 614-314-9101(H), 614-543-
0379(B) 
dcalland@fcsg.com 
 

Trenton Ferro 
22 Shady Drive, Indiana, PA 
15701-3205 
(H) 724-357-9437 
trferro@adelphia.net 
 

Kirk B. Roose 
405 West College Street, 
Oberlin, OH  44074 
PH 440-775-2368(H), 440-774-
7700(B) 
dcalland@fcsg.com 
 

2006 District Management 
Team 
VP Chapter Support & 
Leadership Training 
John H. Gearhardt 
6239 N McMaken Rd., 
Covington, OH 45318 
PH 937-473-0366(H), 937-473-
3311(B) 
E-mail  kgear@earthlink.net 

 

VP Chorus Director 
Development 
Karl M. Chapple 
123 Wampum Road, 
Wampum, PA  16157 
PH 724-535-7733(H), 412-287-
6130(B) 
E-mail  
chapple7@zoominternet.net 

 

VP Contest & Judging 
William C. Ray 
3501 Robin Ct. SE, Canton, 
OH  44707 
PH 330-484-6967 (H)  330-
489-5474 (O) 
E-mail  bray2@neo.rr.com 

 

VP Events 
Edward (Skipp) Kropp  
1 Bridlewood Road, 
Charleston, WV 25314 
PH   304-344-2408 (H), 304-
340-1199 (B) 
E-mail  
skropp@jacksonkelly.com 

 

VP Membership Development  
Fred Pummill 
141 Orchard Street, 
Middletown, OH 45044 
513-423-4361 
f.pummill@sbcglobal.net 

 

VP Music & Performance 
Darryl Flinn 
7997 Surbey Ave NW, Canton, 
OH 44720-8351 
330-494-9912 
DFlinn@spebsqsa.org 

 

VP Youth In Harmony 
Paul Coleman 
8222 Rollinghitch Court, 
Maineville, OH 45039 
PH (H), 513-774-9208 
E-mail  mabsfh@fuse.net 
 

VP Marketing & Public 
Relations 
R.F. ‘Bob’ Miller 
330 Sherwood Drive, 
Lexington, OH 44904-1050 
419-884-2441 
rfmiller@neo.rr.com 
 

Paired District Society Board 
Member 
Joe Jenkins 
670 Aldengate Dr., Galloway, 
OH 43119 
PH 614-878-5821(H), 800-562-
8749 x2222(B) 
E-mail 
joe.jenkins@matrixsys.com 
 
 

 

 

JOHNNY APPLESEED DIRECTORY 


